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COURSE SYLLABUS: CANADA — MARINE MAMMAL OBSERVER

BRIDGING PROGRAM

Instructor: TBD
info@edgewiseenvironmental.com
(709)-770-0492

Course Description:

The course shall focus on mitigation processes, specific to Canada, of offshore and coastal programs that
may impact marine mammals. Marine anthropogenic activities covered include, but are not limited to
seismic exploration (2D, 3D, VSP, etc.), renewable energy, dredging, and pile driving. These activities and
associated mitigative actions shall be discussed in relation to the “Statement of Canadian Practice with
Respect to the Mitigation of Sound in the Marine Environment” and “The Species at Risk Act”.

Course Objectives:

By the end of the course trainees should be able to:

Identify marine wildlife and accurately assess their range and movements

Identify various marine wildlife behaviour

Describe potential acoustic sensitivities of marine mammals

Understand and interpret the “Statement of Canadian Practice with Respect to the Mitigation of
Sound in the Marine Environment”

Understand and interpret the “Species at Risk Act”
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Fill out various recording pro forma and reports
Y Understand various marine anthropogenic activities particular to Canada in which MMOQO’s would
be required and have the ability to communicate this rationale

Learning Outcomes:

The course will include the following learning outcomes:

Y Areview of the “Statement of Canadian Practice with Respect to the Mitigation of Sound in the
Marine Environment”

A review of the “Species at Risk Act”

Basic theory of marine anthropogenic noise

Identification of marine mammals within Canadian waters

The ecology of marine mammals

Instruction on completing various recording pro forma

Essential information to be included within the MMO report
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Offshore decorum, equipment requirements
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Pre-Requisites:

In order to attend the C-MMO online bridging program trainees are required to provide a copy of
previously accomplished MMO certification as well as a minimum of 12 weeks working as a dedicated
MMO.

Course Material:

All course material will be provided. This includes all presentation material and various supplemental
documents.

Required Course Reading:

BEFORE ATTENDING it is required that all trainees have reviewed:

Y The “Statement of Canadian Practice with Respect to the Mitigation of Sound in the Marine
Environment”
Y The “Species at Risk Act”

Required Items:

It is expected that all trainees will have access to the following items during the course:

Y Alaptop with a stable internet connection
Y Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel

Schedule:

The course will be conducted online. Links to course material will be provided by your instructor. A
weekly meeting will be organized for review and quiz purposes. Trainees will be expected to complete 2
modules per week. Quizzes shall be conducted throughout the course, at your own pace as well as with
the instructor during your weekly meetings. A schedule shall be provided once registered for the course.

Grading Scheme and Evaluation:

Module Exams: 50%

Final Exam: 50%

Certification:

The certification scheme is as follows:

0% - 60% : Fail. Trainee will require remedial training.
60% - 80% : Certified
80% + : Certified with Merit



